, Dangerous Curves!
By Cathleen Laports

BLACK FASHION DESIGHERS ASSOCIATION, INC

'.-l.'l.'nl:[l.'.||}'n .DE"-"E!u,
a foemer  plus-size
model dnd the CEO
of  DieVoe  Signa-
mr E.‘-‘-:‘:I'lﬂ. iy phe NAESDET-
mind behind 5 new phe-
nomenon  storming the
cities of the United States,
a plus-size runway Fashion
wur  eatded,  “Danger-
ous  Curves,, The - Toar—
Hips, Fleels & Curves!”

The missina of Delie Siﬁ-
patiee’ Bvents is (o empower
plus-size  women chrough
the praducrion of celelm.
ey events such as thas of
the Drengerous Curves Toue,
and warkshops and seminaes addressing corvy lifesmele Games,
health & finess, carser development, fushion, beanry, and seyle
for the full-Ggured woman, Along with celebricy guest hosts,
“Dranperous Curves:. the Tour—Hips, Heels & Curves!™ will
journey across the naron promoting and advocaring positive
bady imagery, self-confidence, and the celebration of ones
curves, Participating designers in the punway Bshion tour have
included: Qristyl Designs, Ashley Sseware, Franklin Rowe, Law-
rence H. Levens Millinery, Her Game 2, Tuesday Conner, Hy
Fishmian Furs, Mad! Couraee, Michi Designer Kniowear, Big Girls
United, Volupruwous Weman Boutique, and Richard Mereger.

Despite 70% of average women weating siee 12 or above, their
needs are grossly ignored by mainstream fashion designers znd
manufacturers. Women with curves aee speshing our and de-
manding equal opportnity in high-end Fushion. DeVoe Sipna-
tur” Bvents has heard eheir oy and has made it 2 mession 1o bring
“Dangerons Curves.. . The Tour” 1o 35 many cities throughou
the United States as passible, They will be making stops in Mi-
ami, FL, Mashville, T, Philadelphia, PA, Richmond, YA and
Atlanm, GA during 2004-2005,

DieVoe Signatur' Events recently presented an cvent where the
guests were mreared o 2 wonderful showeasa of plus sive desiprer
clothing worm by 3 diverse mix of plus size models. The event’s
tegppical theme, Camival, drew a sold-ous andience ar the Capi-
tol Skylise Hored in Washington, DC. Afrer the rusway show,
frests wers invited 1o shop the racks of designer clothing aind
praducts—all geared tovmrds the plus siee consumer—ar "Hips,
Heels & Cuorves"—the tour's signaruse sample sale,

Gwendolyn DeVoe has succeeded in uniting plus-sive model
training, developmens, and managesment and has also been 2
tong time advocate and supperrer of incesasing avwarensss of
fuller Bgures on fshion cunways. In 1993, she successhully
opered the Plus Acadenyy, one of New York's fisse model min-
ing and beauty programs for the plus-size woman. Always will-

ing o share the gilt of empowerment with women of size, she
is a highly soupght after motvational speaker en the topies of
body ienage. plus modeling, and Fshion consultacdon. Her tele-
yision appeatintes include the nagdonally-syndicased Ricki Lake
Ehow, Fox 5% Geod Day Mew Yere morning show, and New
Vork 1 News. Guendolyn DeVoe is a true pioneer of the new |
mitlennium for plus-size womdn and the *Corvy Sistethood,”

Plus-size wamen ase tising upy and demanding that their voices
be keard and thae their curves be seen, and more designers are
beginning o ke notice chanks to the effares of DeVor Signatue’
Evenrs. The Black Fashion Designers Association, Inc. applauds
the work of Gwendelyn DeVoe and ber commitment towards
the empowerment of plus-size women and the advancernent of |
plus-size medels onto the rumways, Keep up the greac sork!
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